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Future Focussed Faith



1. An unlikely person



Think of someone who you think is unlikely to 
become a Christian? Why do you think that 
about them?



2. A life-changing revelation



Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on 
the roof and said to them, ‘I know that the Lord has given 
this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on 
us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear 
because of you. We have heard how the Lord dried up the 
water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt,

Joshua 2:8-11



and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 
Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely 
destroyed. When we heard of it, our hearts sank and 
everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord 
your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.

Joshua 2:8-11



3. A practical response



‘Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will 
show kindness to my family, because I have shown 
kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare 
the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and 
sisters, and all who belong to them – and that you will 
save us from death.’

Joshua 2:12-13



Now the men had said to her, ‘This oath you made us 
swear will not be binding on us unless, when we enter 
the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window 
through which you let us down, and unless you have 
brought your father and mother, your brothers and all 
your family into your house. If any of them go outside 
your house into the street,

Joshua 2:17-21



their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be 
responsible. As for those who are in the house with you, 
their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on them. 
But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from 
the oath you made us swear.’ ‘Agreed,’ she replied. ‘Let it 
be as you say.’ So she sent them away, and they departed. 
And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.

Joshua 2:17-21



Are you more in danger of having faith without 
deeds or deeds without faith?



4. Total safety 



When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at 
the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud 
shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight 
in, and they took the city. They devoted the city to the 
Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it 
– men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and 
donkeys.

Joshua 6:20-25



Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, 
‘Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her out and all 
who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.’ 
So the young men who had done the spying went in and 
brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers 
and sisters and all who belonged to her. They brought out 
her entire family and put them in a place outside the 
camp of Israel.

Joshua 6:20-25



Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but 
they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze 
and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house. But Joshua 
spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who 
belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had 
sent as spies to Jericho.

Joshua 6:20-25



What stops us being sure about the 'total safety' 
we have in Christ?



5. A new community 



she lives among the Israelites to this day.

Joshua 6:25



Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of 
Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, 
and Jesse the father of King David.

Matthew 1:5-6



For a careful examination of the question of Genocide in the Old 
Testament see this talk by Pete Williams of Tyndale House:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xp8L-OfCO3A


