
Jesus’ authority
Mark 11:27 – 12:12



Authority

The legitimate power or right to give orders, 
make decisions and demand obedience.

➢What types of human relationships involve authority?
➢What difficulties can we experience in authority relationships?



Jesus’ authority in Mark’s gospel account

• 1:22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who 
had authority, not as the teachers of the law.

• 1:27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, ‘What is this? A new 
teaching – and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey 
him.’ 

• 1:34 Jesus healed many who had various diseases.

• 2:10 ‘But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins.’

• 2:28 ‘the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.’

• 4:41 They were terrified and asked each other, ‘Who is this? Even the wind and the 
waves obey him!’

• 5:42 Raising of Jairus’ daughter from the dead



Jesus’ authority reflects and reveals his identity

• 1:1 The beginning of the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God

• 1:7 John the Baptist: ‘One more powerful than I’, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord’

• 1:11 Voice from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love”

• 8:29 Peter: “ You are the Messiah”

• 9:7 Voice from heaven: “This is my Son whom I love, listen to him”



Jesus’ authority questioned (Mark 11:27-33)



Jesus’ authority rejected (Mark 12:1-8)



The song of the vineyard (Isaiah 5)
I will sing for the one I love

a song about his vineyard:
my loved one had a vineyard

on a fertile hillside.
He dug it up and cleared it of stones

and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it

and cut out a winepress as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,

but it yielded only bad fruit.

7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty
is the nation of Israel,

and the people of Judah
are the vines he delighted in.

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed;
for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.



Jesus’ authority vindicated (Mark 12:9-12)



Peter in Acts 4

10 … know this, you and all the people of Israel: it is by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 
man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is

‘ “the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.”

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved.’



Questions for reflection

Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth.

➢How has this truth impacted your life?  What does this mean for your future?   
How is this a reason to rejoice?

➢ Are there any ways in which you struggle with Jesus’ authority?  
What difference does it make that Jesus is both Lord and Saviour?
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