
"Politics is a mess": 
how can we engage Christianly 
with politics and chats about it?



The Plan

• explore our thoughts and feelings about politics

• explore a Christian view of politics and biblical 
principles that underpin that

• explore how then we can talk and engage in politics in 
a Christian way



How do we feel about politics?

• Aha Slides: VKG5U

https://ahaslides.com/VKG5U

https://ahaslides.com/VKG5U


Politics is hard – but important!

• Why are you here?

• The work of “translation”

• Faithful “translation” is so good!

Engaging in politics matters, whether through our prayers, 
conversations, or in action. It is no ‘dirtier’ than any other area of 
human life tainted by sin, power, greed, ambition and compromise. 
When Christians do make the effort to speak, act and pray with faith 
and integrity, God moves and he is glorified in the public sphere. 



Christian principles for politics

• Thinking about the Christian story of Creation, what principles and 
beliefs will shape a Christian approach to politics?

• Thinking about other stories, proverbs and prophetic texts in the 
Old Testament, are there any lessons we can draw for political 
engagement?

• Thinking about Jesus, his teachings, life and death, what did he 
teach and show us in relation to politics, power and authorities?

• Thinking about the church, letters to the church, and God’s 
kingdom (now and when Jesus returns), are there any 
other principles we can bring to bear on politics?

Write up your answers (1 sentence max!) onto AhaSlides (VKG5U) as you go.



Jesus is King and our ultimate allegiance 
must be to him (Revelation 19:15-16, Acts 
5:27-31). That is a political statement – no 
wonder Herod was worried! Our ultimate 
obedience is always to God, and when 
challenged, we have to choose to submit to 
God above human rulers.



Only Jesus’ kingdom is eternal, and he will 
inherit the whole earth (John 18:33-37, 
Psalm 2). Before that day comes, we pray that 
his kingdom would come on earth, as in 
heaven.



Humans are all made equally in the image 
of God: human dignity is fundamental 
(Genesis 1:26-28). This impacts everything 
political, from disability rights to abortion to 
access to safe housing to racial and gendered 
discrimination!



Humans were created to do good work, 
stewarding the earth (Genesis 1:28, 2:15). 
We recognize the value of work and the 
responsibilities we have to our planet, and we 
promote these in policy.



God establishes the nations and 
authorities, which are accountable to him 
(Psalm 2, Romans 13). Ultimately they too will 
be judged, and none are eternal. There is 
comfort in this too, as well as warning.



Christians can speak prophetically to 
power. We see the prophets doing this, 
whether in relation to a leader’s conduct (2 
Samuel 12), or for making unjust laws and 
withholding justice from the poor and 
oppressed (Isaiah 10:1-2).



The poor, vulnerable and marginalized 
matter to God. Charity is of great value, but 
God also desires to see justice in the laws of a 
nation particularly in caring for these groups 
(Isaiah 10:1-2).



We are to live as citizens and loving 
neighbours (Romans 13:1-10). We live in the 
world, in our societies and therefore as 
citizens of that nation, though ultimately 
citizens of heaven. As ambassadors and 
followers of Christ, we love our neighbours
in all sorts of ways including in action 
and in policy.



Christians can serve and influence faithfully 
by God’s wisdom in pagan governments 
(Daniel 1:17-20). There is opportunity for 
faithful witness and influence in our politics.



We should pray for our leaders and 
governments – that we might live peaceful 
and quiet lives and the gospel might 
flourish (1 Timothy 2:1-4). The Timothy 
passage makes this really clear. Good rule is 
such a blessing to God’s people, and rulers 
need our prayers desperately!



The world is fallen – humans alone can’t 
build utopia (Genesis 3). We need to beware 
of idolizing politics. Policies, parties and 
ideologies will include distortions of the truth 
and be tainted by sin; political decisions will 
involve compromise. But there is still very real 
opportunity for good policies to improve 
things.



Christian principles – unplumbed 
depths!

Political Visions & Illusions,

by David Koyzis.



Christian principles for talking about 
politics
Back to Aha Slides (VKG5U) one final time…



3 principles for political conversations

• Seek to understand the core values or worldview 
underpinning someone’s opinions or statements 
– then see if you can engage on that level. 
• Engage empathetically and seek to understand 

what experiences have shaped someone’s views 
or persuasions. 
•Be humble – always examine your heart and ask 

whether you are being tribal or trying to 
win the argument. 



3 principles for glib political chat 

•Where possible, humanize.

•Resist cynicism.

•Choose when to stay silent.



Imagine…

…you’ve just walked into your workplace kitchen, or dropped off a 
child at the school gate, or sat down on a park bench, and an 
acquaintance turns to you and says: 

“I still can’t believe only 150,000 people 
elected our new PM. I just don’t trust 
any of them.” 



Get involved

• Stay informed – include Christian voices

• Find out who your local MP and Councillors are

• Consider joining a political party

Further resources… see the handout.



Thank you!
























